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The parliamentary franchise and the distribution of seats
assured thorn full representation In parliament, and they were
bent upon fostering the strength of the legislature and of in-
creasing its influence upon the executive. Then the cabinet did
not link legislature and executive, so parliament tended to be
in chronic opposition to the Crown. Such influence* as the two
houses could exert was usually indirect, through an imperfect
control of taxation or the impeachment of ministers. Conse-
quently, as parliament grow in importance, the machinery of
government was thrown more and more out of gear- -a condition
in which it remained until the revolution of 1688, or perhaps
until the accession of the house of Hanover,
The seventeenth century, therefore, began with the English
constitution entering a transitional state, which lasted until the
change from persona] rule to parliamentary government was
complete. A transformation was preordained, but whether it
would be accomplished gradually and peacefully, or whether
progress would be made by violent stages with intervening re-
actions, depended most of all upon the relations to be established
between the middle classes and the new dynasty. Certainly
Queen KHxabeth bequeathed no bed of roses to her successors.
On the contrary they found awaiting them a steep and stony
path whose end was invisible when the first of the Stuarts took
the place of the last of the Tudors upon the throne of England.